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Touchstones
sparks

curiosity and 
thinking to 

drive  
      students’

growth.



Touchstones                                                      is a non-profit on a mission to build a more

inclusive world, one discussion at a time. Collaborative learning requires

different skills than learning as an individual. With Touchstones, these skills

are explicitly addressed and intentionally built. In our discussion programs,

every student has an equal right to speak and learn and an equal

responsibility to listen and make room for others. Touchstones democratizes

education to prepare your students for academic success and civic

engagement in an ever-changing world. 

No prep for 
your students
before class

means 
everyone enters

on an equal
footing as they
systematically
build Essential

Skills.

highered@touchstones.org

Your students
establish an

inclusive
discussion class

by exploring
ideas and

experiences
connected to

diverse primary
sources.

410-604-3309

Once a week,
your students

engage in
Touchstones

to practice the
speaking,

listening, and
thinking skills

central to their
success.

touchstones.org

Touchstones'
highly

experienced
staff is here to

provide training
that supports

your continuing
development as

an inclusive
discussion

leader.

How Touchstones Works
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Speaking Cooperative 
Learning

Confidence Active
Listening

Leadership Analytical
Reasoning

Reflective
Thinking

Collaboration

Touchstones Essential Skills



Touchstones
is building

community
through

discussion
everywhere. 
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The world is changing.
Teaching and learning

should too!

410-604-3309 touchstones.org 4

"Touchstones is a methodology
that trains students to participate

meaningfully, confidently, and
cooperatively."

Professor Marsha Bronstein.,
Learning Communities Coordinator, 

Montgomery College

Photograph credit: Becca Schwartz UNLV
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. Read the text 
carefully.

Touchstones
Professional
Development
Since 1984, we've trained tens of thousands of educators,
and participants consistently rate Touchstones workshops as
some of the best training they've had! Our highly
experienced facilitators are here to help you prepare for
success with Touchstones. Whether you are an individual
instructor interested in using Touchstones in your classroom,
a college administrator looking to implement Touchstones
more widely, or a researcher in higher education, we offer a
variety of training options to support your working
knowledge as a Touchstones discussion leader. 

Getting Started
with Touchstones

Workshops
Touchstones offers regularly sched-
uled virtual and in-person workshops
throughout the year, open to any edu-
cator. Three levels of training help you
work toward a Certificate in Discussion
Leadership.

$24.95 
Also available in French

Discussion Leadership: Getting Started
Discussion Leadership: Getting Started
covers all aspects of the Touchstones
method, including individual and small
group work, questioning techniques,
discussion dynamics, and common
behavioral problems. Its practical advice
helps new discussion leaders get
started and enhances the established
skills of experienced leaders.

Coaching
Get personalized support for you or
your colleagues with individual
coaching. Educators identify their
goals and Touchstones staff
engage in an observation and
feedback cycle to support growth.

$30.95 for both posters

Custom Training
We offer in-service workshops and
professional development to support  
entire faculties and staff in successfully
implementing Touchstones. Each
workshop is tailored to your unique
needs and goals.

Touchstones Two-Poster Set
This two-poster set reminds your
students of the Touchstones Ground
Rules and helps them to under-
stand the different leadership roles
they will assume in small groups.1
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3. Speak clearly so 
everyone can hear.
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TOUCHSTONES
GROUND RULES

Building Critical Thinkers
and Collaborative Leaders

TOUCHSTONES

©2017 Touchstones® Discussion Project

TIMEKEEPER REPORTER

SECRETARY
I will organize the small group into a team. 
I will keep the noise level down, encourage
everyone to participate, and make sure 
everyone has a chance to speak.
As Chairperson, I will develop my leadership
skills by helping all members of the small 
group to work together cooperatively.

I will keep the group aware of the time and 
make sure every part of the small group work
is completed. I will help the Chairperson 
to keep the group on task so we finish our
assignments on time. 
As Timekeeper, I will develop my social skills 
by being courteous and supportive of others 
in the small group.

I will report the group’s thoughts, opinions,
and responses clearly and efficiently to the
whole class.
As Reporter, I will learn to listen carefully 
to others and will develop my oral 
presentation skills.

I will write down the group members’ names,
roles, thoughts, opinions, and responses 
to the quest©i2o017n Touschs totnehs®
Daisctus siaon Prroeject asked. 
As Secretary, I will listen carefully to
everyone in the group. I will write neatly and
clearly 
so my writing can be read by others.

®

t

SMALL GROUP ROLES
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Building Critical Thinkers
and Collaborative Leaders

Cost: Reach out to us for a quote 

Location: In-person and virtual

Cost: Reach out to us for a quote 

Location: In-person and virtual

Cost: Reach out to us for a quote 

Location: In-person and virtual

Register on our website



Higher Education
Volumes
Touchstones supports you to systematically establish a classroom culture of respect in
partnership with your students. In Touchstones discussions, your students learn to
teach themselves and others, collaborate with all classmates, gain greater awareness
of their assumptions, and ultimately share power and responsibility for group dynamics.

Digital volumes are available through our Online Classroom and can be purchased on a subscription basis by individual
students or as a class with a minimum of 10 student licenses. We can also partner with your college or university bookstore to
make print version available to students directly. Reach out to us at 410-604-3309 or highered@touchstones.org to discuss the
best approach for your needs.

Your students strengthen communication
skills, as they form a collaborative and
respectful community of learners.

410-604-3309 touchstones.org 6highered@touchstones.org



Leader’s Guide: $50
Participant Guide: $40
Digital: $25 per student

Courage to Care: Strength to Serve
Courage to Care: Strength to Serve is
an anthology of Touchstones texts and
questions for discussion that invite
students to reflect on all aspects of
community service. Arranged by
theme, the texts offer students and
teachers alike a format in which to
openly consider the opportunities and
challenges associated with service.
Topics covered in the volume include
the preparation for service, historical
perspectives, general reflections, and
service to others.

 Leaders Guide: $47.95
Participant Guide: $22
Not available in digital

Completing the Odyssey: A Journey Home 
In this discussion leadership program,
veterans learn to co-lead discussions on
themes related to service and homecoming.
Participants in this program explore
selections from Homer’s The Odyssey and
from contemporary work— including many
by veterans— about service and war to
reflect on their own experiences and
journeys.

Student Edition: $54.95
Not available in digital

Leader’s Guide: $47.95
Participant Guide: $54.95
 Not available in digital

Leader’s Guide: $40
Participant Guide: $54.95
Digital: $25 per student

Mapping the Future
Students using Mapping the Future
engage in collaborative explorations of
philosophical, political, and scientific
constructs through primary source 
texts. Each lesson features a classical
text paired with a contemporary text,
which serve to illuminate our thinking
and presuppositions within a world of
increasing cultural and intellectual
diversity and global interconnectivity.
Through Mapping the Future, students
learn to analyze, evaluate, synthesize
systematically, and apply knowledge
as reflective thinkers, mindful
discussants, and ethical leaders. 

New Landscapes
The longer selections in New Land-
scapes encourage students to reflect 
on the foundations of their basic atti-
tudes and assumptions. Students use
the texts to delve into their presupposi-
tions and examine sources of their own
knowledge, engaging creatively and
effectively as leaders. New Landscapes
helps upper level undergraduates and
college faculty alike to develop seminar
leadership skills.

The Compass
The Compass is the most flexible
Touchstones volume designed for
college seminar courses. It is, there-
fore, a useful tool for Bridge and FYE
programs. Students using The Compass
build essential communication and
thinking skills, collectively map 
strategies for continuous improvement,
and form a community of learners
characterized by trust and respect. No
advanced preparation is initially 
required by students, though students
prepare for and lead later discussions.

Teacher Guide: $50
Student Guide: $40
Digital: $25 per student

Exploring American Perspectives
The first volume of this series features
selections from W. E. B. DuBois, Zora
Neale Hurston, Alice Walker, Langston
Hughes, Frederick Douglass, Lois Mailou
Jones, and other Black writers,
philosophers, poets, and visual artists.
These diverse texts serve as tools for
students’ shared exploration of uniquely
American perspectives. Each of the 22
lessons fosters and enhances problem-
solving, critical thinking, and leadership
through direct practice.
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Touchstones
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Touchstones in Higher Education
Touchstones® discussion programs teach first-year and second-year students and

students in transition to explore their own ideas, dreams, and goals while connecting
authentically with their peers. Together, students learn to build a community of

learners in which every voice is heard and valued. 

Learn more on our website about how Touchstones supports 
your teaching and learning.

highered@touchstones.org


