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'{'hemenmtqmettyhamde,hstenmg
thebtbhmlstmyofAbrahamandGod’sde-
mnndtlmthehlhac.!nsﬁrst-bomm'l‘hen

. they pander the philosophical implications,

“WhathndofGodwmldmlueamqtm
of this nature?” a man asks,

“A(iodﬂmwmﬂdunouhaveloyaltyon—
Iy to me,” another answers,
« "If-God spoke to me right now—and, I
really knew it was God—and He said,
‘Knock off your wholefamﬂy'lww!dmha~
Hydon.WhatdoymteﬂGod?No?'athrd

'l‘he students are inmates, many of them
meduun-to-manmum-eemnty

iReadmg Program Strives

For two years, Howard Zeiderman, a
teacher at St. John’sCollegemAxmapohs
has met with these inmates once or twice a
week as part of an educational project called
Touchstones. The process is simple: Read
some of the seminal works of Weatern civili-
zation and then discuss them,

The point, Zeiderman said, is to help the
inmates learn how to discuss their feelings
and thoughts through unfettered conversa-
tion, with kittle interference from him.

“Jessup is 2 viclent place. There is not a
lot of freedom of movement, If these discus-
sions could be introduced, this could be an al-
ternative way of dealing with each other,”
Zeiderman said.

That is the focus of Touchstones, which
mhlmdwdaboutademdeagobyhider

Mﬂrylandﬂm:aequmechcuatJm in

¢

man and two other St, John's graduates, At
the Annapolis college, the curriculum con-
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to Free the Minds of Men Behind Bars

sists of reading great warks of literature,
philosophy and mathematics, then discussing
m, with a tutor guiding the students

Zeiderman, who has been teachmg at St.
John's for 23 years, developed Touchstones
with the help of two colleagues to see whether
the discussion method would be useful for stu-
dents of all ages at schoals across the nation.

Ahnmtaquarmroiannlhonstndmts-

have been exposed to the experiment in
schools nationwide, But Jessup is the first ex-
perience with inmates,
mmzrammtherespmmtyfor
their personal on themselves”
said Brenda Fogel, whoooozdmtuhbrary
programe for the Division of Corrections.
At Jessup, the hope was to teach a few
prisoners how to run the discussions them-
selves, Then, each of the new “facilitators”

—

wonld meet with groups of 25 inmates, tak-
ing part in a 10-week curriculum.

But Warden W. L. Smithsazdlaatmonth
that the program has been put on held. Zei-
derman said the was delayed so
corrections officials could work out the logis-
tics of bringing together the groups of in-
mates, Security, staffing and space for the
talks are all issues to be worked out. ;

“I hope this can happen for larger groups
of inmates,” Zeiderman said. “It was a unique
experiment, to sense their own humanity
and dignity and experience,”

The tutorial has helped Vaughn Barksdale
learn how to deal with other inmates through
discussions, rather than automatically re-
sarting to violence. Barksdale, who is serv-
ing 15 years for cocaine possession, aaid he
has learned to respect the Gpinions of others.

“lnprm:.evmﬂmmmnegaﬂva.()urdﬁ-

cussions turn into fights, stabbings, that sort
of thing,” Barksdale said.

But Touchstones, he said, has convinced
the group that it is helpful to allow a discus-
sion with few ground rules but no threat of
violence. It helps them to learn and enconr-
ages them to read some of the greatest
works ever written,

One of the warks Zeiderman had the in-
matesreadwasFtanasBamns“AbzfutRe-
venge,” a piece extolling the virtue of tumn
ing the other cheek, It was a philosophy few
of the prisoners in the group had considered.

“Revenge to me and my world was, ‘I'm go-
ing to get you,” " said Barksdale, 32. “After we
looked at the text, we talked about it. When
you walk away, that's your oppoitanity.

“I'd never thought you could just stop and
forgive somebody.”
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