5

@he Washington Post

Focus

Thern
Inside

By Larry Bratr
Speciul to The Washington Post

Onedaymyhmmashedmehodoasﬁcktm.
Nothing new for me, except I had 2 bad

Newman, who is serving 10 years for auto
theft. Tdon't believe in miracles, but coming
to Touchstones got me thinking about things
I never imagined. When we discussed Ba
con'’s essay on I saw how wrong P'd
been living. And I decided not to get even
w:ﬂlthosepeoplelfeltmungedme.

htemulreandhlstoryinﬂxehmdsofsdemd
mtuaasmpmntﬁur&mm
mirospechon.

Initiated in 1984 in-schools throughout
America and later in retirement homes and
senior citizen centers, the program now is

proving effective in- helping to build respect
and cooperation behind bars. Like the ficti-
hmsmnv:ct&mad}lensleym'romWolfe'

novel “A Man in Full” who gained insight

'Whisuwnsu'mgﬂmichmcltrrwﬂngan

ancient Greek ; s thoughts, these

Tmldwtnnmmbmmbnhgthmhfe’spe:-

spectives and horizons.
l’vea!waysbeenahner butTouch-

stbnes made mmk mm:alt %&@&”-ﬁi&
Mark Ingm. who is serving 22 years for

exposing

to do it. Cooperation helps make the texts
easier to understand and also teaches respect.
Respect makes doing time easier.”

- ‘Touchstoners take responsibility for their
own education, leaming new skills and train-

abilities are sounder. Last week my homie
wantedmtohelph:msellmd:ugs.The

Istoppedandthmghtabmtﬂwbagpichm
‘The final cause, like Aristotle said, Tt tells you
what something is good for, and this is what
you really want to know. Anyway, the
consequences of getting caught, losing my job
andpossiblyashotatparole,cmwmcedm
this wasn I wanted to do. I
dedmed.W‘thouttheﬂen‘bﬂ:tmimhsmnes
provides, I wouldn't have hesitated.”

~ to read and write, and training those with

GEDs to become tutors, I have seen Touch-
stones discussions take these individuals out



of themselves 5o they begin to examine their
own kves. Exposure to and
of the ages causes

E?

cooperatlon behind bars.

- empathy, mdmthelmdsofoomhve
sldllstheywﬂlneedmwdetnotbcmmnt

§%

‘curriculum for the 110 members of the
prison’s literacy program, the Reading Acade-
m’

Most prisoners, as I, are emotionally .
hungry and eager to break out of our.
egocentric viewpoints. Our lives have been
chaotic. The very idea of putting our thoughts
and our lives in order is a new habit. We all
have suffered from poor consequential rea-
soning. Because we lack direction and sensa

ofmmﬁminourhvﬁ,weremlﬂe‘t&
 envision alternative courses of action, -+

Touchstones provides us with the great

philosophical tradition where we can explore -

the logic of our thinking through self-tatk.
From this we can see the things that might be
clouding our moral reasoning or straining our
values, As Socrates counseled centuries ago,
always proceed empirically, or realistically.
By doing so, we begin to clarify meaning
.and values that can alter our whole lifestyle

- with a positive focus. Many Touchstoners in
Academy

the Reading claim they now carty a
torch—a light within that they didn't have
before.

for arson, Danny Ayler recently told his
Touchstones group, “Before I started this
program my neighborhood was my world.
Now a whole new realm has opened up to me.
1 think about world events. I watch ‘World WWW
News Tonight’ snd I read the newspapers
with help from friends, I want to travel and go

Coming to the end of his five-year sentence

to. museums. These are things I never
thought about before.” ;
’Ihxstypeofedlmhmalo;)pmhmnybr

sion Project,. “Education is the one route
which- enables--prisoners- to--gain -self- and
mutual respect, feel they are human beings in
spite of the circumstances in which they live,
and “also énablé them to become skilleéd so
tlnttheyhaveaddmmal options once they
leave prison.
Awordhagtoﬂmkomanplﬁlosophahx-
cretius: “Whenever a thing changes and alters
its nature, at that moment comes the death of
what it was.” Touchstones is helping to slay
the urge to commit crime so that a productive
future awaits Touchstoners when they leave
prisonandremtm-sodely.

Forinformation about the Touchstones
program, write: Touchstones Discussion
P:gm' 522 Chesapeake Ave., Annapolis
21403; call 800-456-6542;
Jfax, 410974-8233. Or go to the web site,
wwww.touchstones.org; email,
tdp@touchstones.org






