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Social & Cognitive Skills

@ Students assumed different roles with the group.

B Students assumed leadership roles within the group.

O Students became aware of the dynamics ofa group
discussion.

O Students developed a sense of ownership of the
discussion process.

m Students devised creative solutions to problems of
group dynamics.

O Students better articulated their thoughts verbally.

B Students were better able to interpret and analy ze
different ty pes of texts.

O Students improved their listening skills.

m Students improved their reading comprehension.

B Students increased their critical thinking skills.

O Students were more willing to work with all members of

the class.

O Students more often supported their opinions with the
text/other evidence.

| Students learned habits of group problem-solving.

B Students learned to listen more attentively to their
classmates.

@ Students increasingly spoke directly to each another.

| Students took more responsibility for the discussion
over time.

@ Students were more cooperative with one another.

In 2006, the Touchstones Discussion Project surveyed 60 teachers to gauge outcomes from the Touchstones programming in their classrooms.
Teachers were asked to rate student progress on a range of skills, using a scale from 0 to 3. The data compiled are depicted above and indicate a high
degree of positive change across a range of cognitive and social skills.
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